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Professional Activities and Priorities of Staff:  
 
Dan Richardi, Nik Nutting, Tom Bruno and Kelley Murphy recently completed Quality Performance 
Assessment (QPA) training presented by the Center for Collaborative Education.  They are actively 
sharing their knowledge with CT faculty during department meetings and PLC time.  The QPA framework 
guides educators in creating meaningful and complex learning experiences in the classroom, preparing 
graduates for college, career, and beyond.   As CTE educators we intend to analyze several current 
assessments for validity and reliability which in turn will help us create multi-step, complex, and 
culturally responsive tasks with clear criteria that measure students’ knowledge and skills within real 
world contexts. 

 
Student/Staff Accomplishments: 
 
 
Robotics (Dan Richardi, Joe Riddensdale):  For the second competition in a row this year, the Kennett 
Coders won the Robot Skills Award and the Design Award for the best overall design and design 
notebook.  Competing against 44 teams at Pembroke Academy on December 1st, Kennett Coders won 
first place in these two categories.   While all 4 Kennett teams played in the championships rounds and 
made it to the quarterfinals, this is the first time in our history that we have won both the Skills and 
Design Awards in back to back competitions.  The Skills Award is for the team with the highest combined 
autonomous (computer only) run and the driver controlled run.  These “skills” runs last 1 minute each 
and are performed with no other robots on the field.  Team 5106Z (Mike Bailey and Samatha Glassover) 
combined their efforts with Mike driving and Samantha coding the autonomous runs.  The Design Award 
was won by Team 5106C (Chani Mores and Kate Keefe) as they continue their excellence in design and 
stay on track to return to the Worlds as they systematically improve their robots each and every day.  
Teams 5106E (Miguel Kirsch, Eneree Dawe-Moody) and 5106A (Lucas Glasshart and Gavin Colbath) had 
strong runs during the day and won multiple matches at the event. 
 
KHS We Dine Together Club (Nik Nutting):  We Dine Together is modeled off a program started by a 
teenage student in another state. Noticing how many of his peers were eating alone, especially new and 
incoming students, he started a club to let kids know that they don’t have to eat alone, and they don’t 
have to spend their high school years friendless and isolated. Our mission is to make all students feel 
safe and accepted and to create a positive social atmosphere.  Our Facebook video, posted on the We 
Dine Together site, was last month’s “favorite”, which has generated over 10,000 views. The video was 



about the interaction three students had with a boy and girl that were sitting alone, and how they 
started to form a deeper connection. 
 
 
Aviation:   Joe Riddensdale has been working closely with a group of pilots to bring to life an aviation 
program for our community.  We are very close to establishing a flight training class at Kennett which 
will be available for students and adults in the valley to get their private pilot’s license through our Adult 
Education Program. The course, which will meet twice per week, will start in late February and end in 
May.  Optional flight lessons will be available for anyone wishing to further their study and complete 
their flight training. 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Education (Kelley Murphy):  Curriculum and 
Methods students are wrapping up a month of visits to John 
Fuller Elementary working with classroom teachers and 
honing their lesson planning and presentation skills.  All 
Teacher Ed students are preparing to host the 2nd annual 
Holiday Camp for Little Eagles on Saturday, December 8th.   
Faculty members’ children are also invited to attend.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

Marketing (Greg Allain):  The Eagle’s Nest has been remodeled and is stocked with a new line of 
Kennett sportswear.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Graphic Arts (Justin Griffin):  Advanced photography students just 
finished up a photo shoot for Kennett alum Noah Rivers who builds 
custom acoustic guitars and was recently featured in the MWV Vibe 
magazine.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Trades (Paul Cail):  An “A plus” Ribbon Cutting Ceremony was held at Pine Tree Elementary on 
November 30th to celebrate the students who built the 18’ by 18’ gazebo.  Over 100 people attended the 
event with many elementary and high school students on hand to cheer on the Kennett Drumline as 
alum Nate Higgins cut the ribbon.  Thank you to the Conway Daily Sun for covering the event and 
featuring us on the front page of the newspaper.  Twenty-six students are in the process of taking the 
OSHA 10 certification test.  So far, 16 have completed the exam and have been issued their OSHA 10 
cards.  The mountain bike shed we are building for John Fuller Elementary is almost complete.  Work 
continues on the Tiny House which should be complete by the end of the school year.  



 

 

Culinary (Alison Bickford and Mary Donovan):   We had a very strong finish and excellent reviews for 
our first Gourmet To Go Co-Op series.  Co-op recipients were thrilled with the quality and variety of the 
menus and meals created by our young chefs in training.  Our next series begins in January and it’s 
possible we will need to hold a lottery as demand outweighs supply.   We sold a record number of 
Thanksgiving pies last month and received rave reviews. Thank you to Kiwanis, Rotary and the Valley 
Originals for donating money for us to purchase a much needed 10-burner range.  Hannah Thelemarck, 
our number one baker, was pleased with the enormous cake she baked for the Foreign Language Honor 
Society celebration.  

 


